
Morris Area Chamber   
of Commerce  
507 Atlantic Avenue  
Morris, MN  56267  
mchamber@fedtel.net  
morrismnchamber.org  
320 -589 -1242  
 
Karen Arnold, Executive Director  
Kristen Swenson, Administrative Assistant  
 
Board of Directors:  
Chairéééééééé...éé .Shelley Evink (2011)    
Vice-Chairééééééééé Twig Webster  (City Council Rep) 
Paul LeTendre (2010)      Dr. Randy Hamling (2012)                    
Corinne Kirk (2010)          Karen Berget (2012)  
Kris Hansen (2010)      Mary Philiph (2012)   
Diane Anspach (2010)        Sonia Meyer (2012)   
Mick Ekren (2011)              Christine Mahoney (UMM Rep)   
Jill Loge (2011)                  Ron Staples (County Board Rep)       
Joan Spaeth (2011)           
             

 

Please share this newsletter with your employees,  
friends or neighbors! 

W H A TôS H A PPEN I N Gé 

June: 
June 2  CDC Committee Meeting 

  7:30 AM Ranch House 

June 9  Leadership Morris Graduation 

June 9 & 10 Symposium on Small Towns &  

  RuralïUrban Gathering 

June 10 Marketing &  Communications  

  Meeting, 11:00 AM AgCountry 

June 10 Chamber Board of Directors 

  Meeting 

June 15 Retail Trade Meeting, Noon, 

  Chamber office 

June 17 Events &  Fundraising Meeting 

  11:00, Chamber Office 

 

July: 
July 8  Kiwanis Talent Show Final 

July 9-11 Prairie Pioneer Days 

July 28 Crazy Days 

June Green Tip:  
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Visible Changes now carries Love Peace & The Planet 
Hair Care Products, a new line of 9 hair care products 
that are environmentally friendly.  
 
All products are 

Free of parabens, Laurel and Laureta Sulfates 
Rich with renewable, organic and biodegradable  
ingredients 
No animal by-products (except beeswax) 
No artificial colors or fragrances were used to create 
the products 
Bottles and tubes are made from 50% post consumer 
recycled material and are 100% recyclable 
When printed materials are necessary, recycled or 
FSC paper and soy or water based inks are used 

 
Check out the following products they have on hand: 
2 shampoos: Walking on Sunshine - a daily shine shampoo & 
          Eco Awesome - a moisturizing shampoo 
3 conditioners: Walking on Sunshine, Eco Awesome and Let it 
             Be - a cherry almond leave in conditioner 
1 styling mist: Totally Beachinõ - a body & waves styling mist 
1 volumizer: Freak of Nature - a volumizer & thickener 
1 texturizer: Eco Freako - a cherry almond texturizer 
1 hairspray: Free UR Mind - a cherry almond firm hold      
          hairspray  

Ju n e,  2 0 1 0  

The Chamber Connection 

 

Chamber Offers New Benefits for New Businesses  

 

The Morris Area Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) is pleased to announce a new and popular program.  The     

Chamber board approved an initiative to offer new business owners a one year free membership to the Chamber.  

The free membership eligibility is dated back to January 1 st of 2010 to new businesses in the Morris area.  

 

The philosophy behind the program was to help new businesses at a time when resources are stretched to their 

tightest.  Startup costs for businesses can be overwhelming:  down payments, deposits, utilities, equipment,        

supplies and products to sell can eat up a majority of an investment.  The Chamber chose to offer this kind of relief 

while demonstrating all the great benefits it provides itsõ members and the community. 

 

Those businesses participating in the program are Meadowland Market, Whatõs Shakinõ, Encore Wealth Advisors, 

Back to Basics Massage and Northern Impressions Floral and Garden Center.  You have probably seen some of 

those new business owners featured in the Chambers ambassador visit photos in the Morris Sun Tribune.  Please 

visit these new business and let them know you are glad they are serving the Morris area.  

 

If you have questions about the new one year free program, please call Chamber Executive Director Karen  

Arnold at 589 -1242. Existing businesses who become new members qualify for the first year at half price.  

 

Who Will be the NEXT Winner?  
 
 

      $5               $5  

 
 
 

PPD Button $50 Winners:  
May 14 ñJeff Schaefer            June 11 ñ 
May 21 ñ Brett Beyer            June  18 ñ 
May 28 ñSheila Windingstad  June 25 ñ 
June 4 ñ             July 2 ñ 
 

$100 Grand Prize July 11  
 

$50 in Chamber Cash is given away every Friday!  
 

Buttons are available for only $5  
 at Willieõs, RiverWood Bank, the Chamber office  

& Visible Changes.  
If your business would like to purchase  

buttons, please call 589 -1242,  
and we are happy to deliver!  

Explore Morris!  

Looking for some great ways to enjoy  
summertime?  Check out the following:  

 
Take the kids to the Splash Park at PDT park.  
Enjoy history during the òReaping What We 
Sowó Exhibit, Stevens County Historical  

      Museum, 116 W 5th St.  
The Kiwanis Talent Show Contest, beginning 
June 3 in East Side Park.  
Rent a kayak, canoe, tent or Frisbee golf 
equipment at the Regional Fitness Center.  
Visit one of the 19 lakes within 25 miles of 
Morris.  
Check out  the newly remodeled Morris    
Wetlands Office at 43875 230th St; hours are 
7:30 -4:00 Monday -Friday. Explore the      
walking or driving trails around the wetlands.  
Picnic with friends or family at any one of the 
eight parks Morris has to offer. Or make it a 
summer goal to picnic at all of them!  
Enjoy nature while using the bike path. Maps 
available at the Chamber office.  
Take in the view from the new 
WCROC Overlook  and then stroll 
through the Horticulture Gardens.  



`   

 

 

 

Member News:  

Whatõs Shakinõ has new hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m. ñ 3 p.m. and Tuesday & Thursday 7 a.m. ñ 
6 p.m.   
Cullenõs Home Center now leases appliances, electronics, mattresses and furniture.  
Thrifty White can create banners for all of your special occasions.  Stop in today to see the different sizes. 
Are you remodeling your bathroom or planning a new home bathroom construction? Mohr Plumbing & 
Heating now has custom shower stalls available. 
Johnõs Total Entertainment has new hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 10 a.m. ñ 6 p.m. Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 10 a.m. ñ 8 p.m. and Sunday 12 p.m. ñ 5 p.m. Movie rentals are available.  
Fashion Cents will be closing June 26. Stop in for their $5 sale. Our thanks to Drew and Fashion Cents for being 
an important part of downtown Morris for the past two years! 
ELEAH Medical Center and Prairie Medical Center are now Prairie Ridge Hospital & Health Services .  
Coming soon is a new website, www.prairiehealth.org. 
Check out Pomme de Terre Foods for all your grilling needs; we have a wide selection of local meats for grilling 
and even MN BQ sauce!  Donõt miss our Stainless Steal H2O bottlesð perfect for the upcoming hot weather! 
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Welcome New Members:  

Northern Impressions  
Floral & Garden Center  
Brent & Darcy Fuhrman 

8 Hwy 28 East 
320-585-6888 

La Movida Tienda Mexicana  
Opening Soon  

Heidi Meyer & Alexis Salas 
618 Atlantic Ave. 

320-585-6424 

Back to Basics Massage 
Connie Evink 

202 East 7th St. 
320-585-4321 

 

 

 

 

How can you make a difference? 
 

Give Morris merchants a chance.  Have your 

eye on a major purchase for your home?  

Donôt forget to price it in Morris. If you donôt 

see it in stock, ask if it can be ordered.  It is 

possible you may get  the same or better deal 

locally vs. that big box store, and you will have 

the added advantage of dealing with a       

salesperson you probably already know and 

like.  

   Prairie Pioneer Days            
Adds New Activities 

 
The 1st Annual PPD Dog Show will be held at 9:00 
on July 10. Dogs can be entered as the breed they 
best represent . There is no charge to participate, 
and any dog can win! Some of the animals       
competing in the show will be up for adoption 
from the Humane Society. For more information, 
call Susan at 589 -1811.  
 
A òRiding for a Cureó Motorcycle Run will leave 
from the Eastside Park at 1:00. Riders can        
register from noon to 1:00. Suggested donation is 
$10 per rider, with all proceeds going to the Ste-
vens County Relay for Life. Contact Tom at 320 -
677-3330 with any questions.  
 
Visit morrismnchamber.org for a complete listing.  

 

Business Spotlight:  United Farmers and Merchantôs State Bank     
 

 In March of 2004 United Farmers &  Merchants State Bank moved into its present location on the corner 

of A tlantic Avenue and South Street.  The bank first opened its doors on main street of Donnelly in July of 

1912.  The bank has survived the great depression, the farm crisis of the late 70ôs and early 80ôs as well as the 

Savings and Loan debacle and is enduring the financial meltdown which occurred on Wall Street. 

 Three generations of local ownership have guided the course of the bank since it was chartered nearly 

100 years ago.  C.C. Ersted was one of the original founders of the bank and in 1958 his son, Paul Ersted 

became President.  Paul continued to operate the bank as President until 1981 when his son, Paul Jr. took over 

the management of the bank and remains as President today. 

 Many changes have taken place with the bank beginning in 1992 when the First State Bank Chokio was 

purchased by Farmers &  Merchants State Bank of Donnelly.  In September of 1993 the two banks merged.  In 

1994 the Bank relocated its charter from Donnelly to Morris and changed its name to United Farmers &  

Merchants State Bank. 

 The Bank has strived to keep up with ever changing technology and continued to offer what customers 

desire most, excellent customer service, internet banking, check imaging, debit cards plus all conventional bank 

products such as loans, checking and savings accounts and certificate of deposits. 

 In July of 2004 the Bank added insurance products to its list of services with the acquisition of the 

Chokio Insurance Agency.  The agency sells and services a full line of personal lines products including home, 

auto, farm, multi peril crop and hail insurance.  Commercial lines are also available. 

 It is our mission to continue to offer quality banking and insurance products, excellent customer service 

and be here to serve all of your financial needs. 
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Morris Branch Chokio Branch Donnelly Branch 

 Golf Tournament Winners!! 
The Knute Nelson team won the 

2010 Golf for Fun Event on        

Saturday, May 22. Anne Major,   

Michelle King, Mark Anderson 

and Sally Anderson made up the 

winning team. (Pictured at left) 

The Stevens County Ambulance 

Team of Brad Krosch, Randy 

Hamling, Chris Sheldrew and John  

McCray received the spirit award.  


