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Experts” , recycle/reuse cardboard boxes, purchase  
inventory from companies using recycled cardboard for 
shipping. And more!! 
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What is ESGR?  
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) is a Department of Defense organization charged with gaining and maintaining 
support from all public and private employers for the men and women of the National Guard and Reserve. ESGR provides free educa-

tion, consultation, and if necessary, mediation for employers of Guard and Reserve members.  
 

What is ESGR doing to proactively gain employer support?  
The Department of Defense requires all Guardsmen and Reservists to provide information on their civilian employers. As this database 
becomes populated, we are contacting those employers to ask them for their support. We continue to conduct local outreach activities to 

inform civilian employers and supervisors about the training and mission of local Guard and Reserve units.  
 

If businesses, even those that do not currently employ men and women of the National Guard and Reserve, would like to sign the ESGR 
"Statement of Support For The Guard and Reserve" they can do so on line at www.esgr.mil or they can contact Jim Mitchell at 651-282-
4487 or email at mitch.mitchell7@us.army.mil (The Chamber and several businesses have already signed a statement). He offices out of 

Montevideo and makes frequent visits to the Morris community and would be pleased to stop in and visit your business.  
 

In Answer  to Questions:  As an organization we do not solicit funds.  If the local businesses want to make any kind of donations they 
should contact the unit Family Readiness Group (FRG) Leader.  For Morris, the FRG Leader is Barb Hesse and  she can be reached at 
her home number of 320-795-2204.  The local FRG treasurer is Morris City Manager, Blaine Hill.  The phone number at city hall is 

589-3141.  The Morris Family Readiness Group can not solicit funds, but they can accept donations.  Any donations would support the 
Service Members deploying with the Morris unit and their families.  

James P Mitchell, CIV NGMN 
 

Notice:  The local Family Readiness Group would like you to know that plans are under way for the Deployment Ceremony at 5 PM on 
Saturday, March 28 at the Morris Area Elementary School Gymnasium.  Following the Ceremony will be a community meal (6:30 PM) 
at the Lee Community Center.  This meal will be free to the soldiers and their families and will be free will offering to all others attend-
ing.  The meal is followed by a community dance beginning at 8 PM at the Morris Armory.  Please plan to attend and spend this portion 

of your day with our troops - your friends and neighbors. 
�
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Business Spotlight: Stevens County Museum  
116 W 6th St       589-1719 
 
The Stevens County Historical Society is one of the oldest organizations of its kind in the State of 
Minnesota.  This non profit organization has as its mission to collect, preserve and interpret the 
history of Stevens County.  The educational slogan used for learners of all ages is “making 
history come alive.” 
 
The Society began almost 140 years ago, as the Old Settlers Association, which became the 
official Historical Society 87 years ago.  The business location is the local Museum, a historic 
Carnegie Public Library building owned by the City of Morris and has been the museum since 
1970.  This building constructed in 1905, has been on the National Register of Historic Places 
since 1983. Renovations and a major addition in 2005 have provided the means to expand 
programming, collecting, space for community events and meetings and National shows and 
exhibits.  The expansion and renovation project was awarded both a State of Minnesota 
Preservation Award in 2006 and a National Leadership in history Award of Merit in 2007. 
 
Currently through April 6, the gallery area is showing a National traveling show of the EGA, 
Embroiderers Guild of America from all over the nation.  This show is popular with local as well as visitors from the Upper 
Midwest, and is the only venue in a 4 state area to showcase this amazing visual.  The regular hours of Monday – Friday 9-5 

have been expanded to Saturday hours to allow for visitors to 
participate.   

      Each year a specialized prairie art show draws art pieces 
from any state with a prairie in it.  Also the very inclusive 
research room has an official affiliation with the Utah LDS 
records for local researchers to gain access to the best records 
in the world who are doing genealogy. Along with providing 
climate controlled collection and preservation, local publications 
of historical interest available in the gift shop and rotating 
exhibits and educational events to attend, the Stevens 
County Museum is a full service non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing an experience for visitors.   
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