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MorrisArea Chamber

of Commerce

507 Atlantic Avenue

Morris, MN 56267

E-mail — mchamber @fedtel.net
Web - www.morrismnchamber.org

Board of Directors:
Chair......cooviii i, .Ben Winchester (2010)

ViceChair.........cooveiie e,
Paul LeTendre (2010)

Corinne Kirk (2010)

Kris Hansen (2010)

Mick Ekren (2008)

Sheila Larson (2008)

Carlen Hone (2008)

Shelly Evink (2008)

Neil Suess (2009)

Amy Searle (2009)

Elaine Simonds-Jaradat (2009)
Judy Riley (UMM Rep)

Larry Sayre (County Board Rep)
Sonia Meyer (2009)

Twig Webster (City Council Rep)

Executive Director — Carolyn Peterson
Administrative Assistant — Karen Arnold
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Board Spotlight:

Elaine Simonds-Jar adat
Elaine arrived in Morris six years ago. She
was born in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and
spent half of her lifein Pennsylvaniaand

Maryland. The farmlands and small towns

of Northeastern Pennsylvaniaaren’t all that different from rural Minne-

sota, so she feelsright at home here. Her mother and sister live in Fre-

derick, Maryland, and she’s been trying to get her nephews to come out

and enjoy someice fishing. Elaine received aB.S. in English from
West Chester University in PA. For many years she worked in re-
search administration at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Mary-
land, where she also earned a Master of Liberal Arts degree.

After meeting her husband, Abdullah Jaradat, in the mid 80's,
the days of staying close to home were over! They traveled, lived and
worked in Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. Since kinder-
garten, their son Omar has attended school in Jordan, Syria, Dubai,
Baltimore, Morris, and now UMM. The family came to Morris when
Abdullah took the job of Research Leader at the North Central Soil
Conservation Research Laboratory, generally known as the Soils Lab.

Elaine is the Adult Enrichment coordinator in Morris Commu-

nity Education. Community Ed offersavariety of classes from cook-

ing to folk dancing and we' re always interested in hearing from anyone

who wants to share their knowledge and skills with others. She also
manages Learning Unlimited, Morris s lifelong learning program. Be-
cause community involvement is important to her, Elaineis on the
board of the Prairie Renaissance Cultural Alliance (PRCA) and volun-
teers at the Pomme de Terre food co-op. She joined the Chamber
board in 2007 and serves on the Membership/A mbassador Committee.
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