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The Chamber Connection 
Prairie Pioneer Days ð a hot event! 
 

Turnout was strong for the 27th annual Prairie Pioneer Days.  Many appreciated that the kidsô train ride and 

inflated fun were free this year.  The Kiwanis Talent Show, Bello Cucina Pasta Eating, and Wheel of Fortune 

competitions each drew crowds.  Cold foods and beverages went fast (hot foodðmaybe not so fast)!  An excel-

lent array of vendors reported being happy with the event, even though the soaring heat index thinned the after-

noon crowds.  The Community Band, Women of Todayôs Kids Olympics, the Dunk Tank, FFAôs Kiddie Tractor Pull, the 

Preacher and the Teacher, and the Dog Show all had fans.  The 93-unit parade capped the activities on a sweltering Sunday  

afternoon.  Numerous venues offered variety as well: Regional Fitness Center,  

Museum exhibits, US Fish & Wildlife activities, the Golf Scramble, Rock the 

Groundz, Firemenôs pancake feed, Classic Car show, ñRide for the Cureò Mo-

torcycle Run, Walk/Run, street dances, special performers, and more! 
    Volunteers were 

vital throughout the 

three-day event.  

Chris Staebler an-

chored an experienced 

Morris Area Chamber 

of Commerce team, 

with Patty Kill, Jodi 

Gravning and others 

delivering valued ser-

vice.  The Morris Li-

ons Club did an excel-

lent job again with organizing 

and overseeing the parade.  Otter 

Tail Power Company supplied 

water bottles for parade partici-

pants.  Stampede 4-H Club 

picked up the park and parade 

route. MAHS Business Profes-

sionals of America manned the 

kids games area. Morris Police and Public Works assisted in many ways every day.  

Thanks to these and many others who worked to make this yearôs Prairie Pioneer Days a 

success! 

         Good job, Morris!   



`   

 

 

 

Member News: 

¶ Cullens welcomes Steve Boyd as its new Morris store manager!  Steve moved back to the Morris area with his 
wife and two young children about a month ago.  The family is settling into their home in Hancock this week.   
 

¶ Valu Ford & Chrysler is sponsoring a Drive One 4UR School event at the Morris Area High 
School.  During this event every test drive of a NEW Ford vehicle earns the Morris High 
School $20, up to a total of $6,000!  This event will take place Thursday, August 25th, from 4 
pm ɀ 7:30 pm in the school parking lot.  No obligation, no purchase necessary, just a great 
chance for your local school to earn some extra cash.  Look for more information in the com-
ing weeks!  
 

¶ Feed My Starving Children sends hand-packed meals specially formulated for malnourished children to nearly 70 
countries around the world.  New Chamber member Morris Evangelical Free Church is working with community 
members to pack and send 225,000 meals this summer.  The immediate need is funding: a bargain at 19 cents per 
meal.  Several thousand dollars are still needed to reach the $42,750 goal.  Call 320-589-2808 for more information 
or visit www.fmsc.org to learn more about the organization.   
 

Did you know that Chamber members can share their news in this section of the newsletter at no charge?  
This free exposure is just one of many Chamber membership benefits. 

Contact us today at 589-1242 or e-mail mchamber@fedtel.net if you have information to be included. 
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CRAZY DAYS!    Thanks to Diane 

Anspach for these Crazy Days photos!     

A great day! 

 


