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Morris Area Chamber of Commerce Mission:
The Morris Area Chamber of Commerce seeks to pursue the sustainable prosperity of Morris al
the surrounding communities by representing and promoting community, business, professional

educational, agricultural and tourism interests.

This new mission statement was approved by the Board of Directors in October. It recognizes that a founde
tional piece of promoting the business community is promoting the sustainable prosperity of the greater Morris
area. If that sounds a bit overreaching for a Chamber of Commerce, please consider the alternative. Not being
cerned with sustainable prosperity may simplify t
Without some measure of prosperity, retail sales drop off, business profits wither, and the community overall be
comes less attracting. As that leads to a decreasing population, a downward economic/lifestyle cycle kicks in.

ASustainabledo is an important word. Sustainabl e
healthy mix of agriculture, manufacturing, distribution, retail, services and good government. It needs people a
organizations who want to grow bigger, to expand. We are blessed with several such people and enterprises.

Prosperity is most often linked with financial health, but a lot more is involved. Physical, mental, social/
relational and spiritual h edaaind ak theapeaople fark, sodfareg the comnurity.
|l tds i mportant for each population segment to hav
nonprofit organizations are vital providers in the overall equation. These many factors combine to make Morris
the place where we want to live. Tourism is another prosperity component. Please read on.

Tourism and Financial Prosperity

Last month, we explored what brings tourists to Morris right now, and discovered quite a variety of activities
That October newsletter can be viewed at www.morrismnchamber.org/membership/echamdletter.

Now | etds | ook at tourismbébs potenti al role in ot
financial prosperity is comparing cash inflow to cash outflow. When more money comes into an area than leak
out of it, financial prosperity increases. Every community leaks money: paying state and federal taxgsnaway
home vacations, purchases of products and services elsewhere, and so on. Much of it is unavoidable. Some ¢
comes baak in government aid programs, for instance. On the other hand, local businesses that sell their prod
or services to people beyond our area bring mameyhe community. When Wulf Limousine or Superior Indus-
tries sell and ship product around the country and the world, much of the revenues from those sales is injected
into the Morris area econor@ythrough wages and other spending.

Tourism is another way to bring outside dollars into our area. (Skeptics: please suspend disbelief or doubt 1
moment, and assume that Morris actually can attract significant tourism business.) A successful tourism sceng
bl ends tourism i nt o a-percaptioaardsnaydookesonzethihg likeiths:i on and
9 Tourists come to the area. They spend money as part of their stay: at restaurants, motels, drug stores, etc.

cash influx contributes to stronger, more profit

friendly town with both vitality and beauty, comfortably combining educational, research, industrial, agricultu
and commercial activities with baseball, hunting, snowmobiling and peaceful fun. These happy tourists talk
about the Morris area to others, who also deci de
1 Some of the tourists decide they like Morris enough to move here (like 1 did!). This brings not only more
spending, but also adds manpower to the local labor force. Business expansion becomes easier. A larger,
growing community attracts more consumer/commercial and industrial businesses to start up or move here.

(The rural/small town work ethic helps attract businesses, too!) More to buy and see attracts more tourists.
Can you picture tourism as part of an upward financial prosperity cycle?

Of course, this wonét happen without significant
But the benefits are enticing, and Morris does ha
and with less than the Morris area can offer in many ways.

Do we want a piece of that pie?
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Member News:

1 TheRegional Fitness Center is having dMembers Appreciation Week' Nov-¥3th. Members are invited to
take part in activities from a Silent Auction, to prize giveaways, to new fitness equipment orientations, and a p
luck on Friday the 11th from 1lah p m. The Regional Fitness Center
ris area community for supporting your local Ranofit community fithess center. They invite you to share your
dreams and how the Regional Fitness Center can plan for a healthy future of Stevens County!

1 Stevens Community Medical Center was recently named one of ttog 100Critical Access Hospitals the
nationby the National Rural Health Associatiom.h at 6 s t he wupper 6 %! The 1,
the nation were scored on 56 different measures of performance, including Market Strength, Value based Stre
and Financial StrengthThis award recognizes the top performance of hospitals that are the safety net to comrmr
nities across the country.

1 Al NEWSLETTER Recipient®lease contact the Chamber office if you want to continue receiving this Newslet
ter by mail. Email delivery would be much less costly in both time and materials. Please
email me at mchamber@fedtel.net so | can get you onto an email list. Thanks!

Did you know that Chamber members can share their news in this section of the newsletter at no chargg
This free exposure is just one of many Chamber membership benefits.

F=== Scarecrow Daysd an inviting, seasonal ambience!
i _ Scarecrows, pumpkins, corn stalks and straw bales were visibfi#®
| along Atlantic Avenue and beyond this fall,3@sbusinesses partic \ét '
M pated in Scarecrow Days. T Hisy
combined affect was palpable in the retail areas.

- Good job, RETAIL, for putting
momentum into this promotion!
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It's a great year to shop in Morris!

39 retailers are signed up for Santa’s Great Giveaway! 35 non-retail Sponsors are also helping to finance all the
events involved. This truly wonderful support allows for a stronger advertising campaign and larger prize
drawings. In addition to the four weekly drawings, a $500 grand prize has been added this year. Each week’s
Friday Facts (both the email and its posting on MorrisMNChamber.org) will advertise the promotion, and
announce prize winners. Several local businesses are contributing prizes for the weekly drawings, so there will
be many winners! Note: To comply with Minnesota lottery/gambling law, entry forms not requiring a purchase will
be available at the Chamber office. Businesses must honor these no-purchase forms when presented.

Participating RETAIL businesses:

Accelerated Chiropractic John's Total Entertainment Pamida

Ace Hardware KMRS/KRVY/KKOK Pizza Hut

Back to Basics Massage McGinnis Appliance Pizza Ranch

Bello Cucina Meadowland Market Prairie Inn & Ranch House

Bon Jos

Mobiz Computers

Radio Shack / Design Electronics

BP Amoco Food Shop

Morris Auto Plaza

Sonia's Hair Clinic

Caring Touch Massage

Morris Co-op Association

Sweet Lily's

Casey's General Store

Morris Dental Clinic

Taco John's

City Center Drug

Morris Liquor Store

Thrifty White Drug

Eul's Hardware Hank

Morris Lumber & Millwork

Town & Country Supply

Gervais Jewelry

Morris Sun Tribune

Unger Furniture & Carpet Direct

Image Xperts

Northern Impressions Floral & Garden

Visible Changes

Jerry's u-Save

Old Number One

Willie's Super Valu

Non-Retail Sponsors (they do NOT stamp the consumer entry cards!):

Ag Country Farm Credit Services

Fluegel, Anderson Law Office

Skyview Senior Living Community

American Eagle Realty

Lawn & Driveway Service

Snap Fitness

American Family Insurance

Midwest Health Benefits

St. Francis Health Services

Bank of the West

Morris & Associates

Staff at Center for Small Towns

Bank of the West Agency

Morris Electronics

State Farm Insurance

Computer Professionals Unlimited

United Farmers & Merchants State
Bank

Stevens Community Medical
Center

Chris Athey Construction

Pedersen Funeral Home

Stevens County Extension

Bremer Bank

Power 106.3 Radio

United American Agency

Encore Wealth Advisors

Rentz Agency

RiverWood Bank

Environmental Control Systems of
Morris

Prairie Ridge Health Services

West Central Environmental
Consultants

Federated Telephone

Riley Brothers Properties

West Wind Village

Info Link Wireless

Morris Community Church

Welcome New Member:

Please add this new
member to your directory.

David M. Fluegel
Associate Chamber Member
206 West 7th Street
Morris, MN 56267

320589-2903
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Morris Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

Meeting Room available

Name Organization Term end

Shelley Evink — Vice-Chair | Federated Telephone 2014 In-door Pool

Mick Ekren Superior Industries 2011 Hot TUk_) _

Jill Loge Bank of the West 2011 Free WiFi

Joan Spaeth Stevens Community Med. Ctr. 2014 Free Super Start Breakfast
Karen Berget — Chair American Eagle Realty 2012

Mary Philiph Willie's Super Valu zo12 102 E Hwy 28, Morris, MN56267

Dr. Randy Hamling Accelerated Chiropractic 2012 (320) 5898888

Sonia Meyer Sonia’s Hair Clinic 2012 EEEEEEEEEEE Nyl .

Diane An:pa::h Bremer Bank 2013 1 or) FALL ONATHE
Marty Ohren Thrifty White Drug 2013 (] ear 3 PHA""[ SA“
Dr. Eric Rambow Morris Dental Clinic 201 o

Patty Kill RiverWWood Bank 2012 g the - Nowmsia Ist-301w
Erin Christensen Univ. of Minn., Morris 2014 " ralrle

Jeanne Ennen Stevens County Representative Ex-officio

Twig Webster Morris City Council Representative | Ex-officio

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

WHAT® HAPPENINGS

17 Grand Parade of Lights

1819 Holiday Open House o
18Dec.22 3 AT OA6 O ' OAAO EOAAﬁ
25 Fantastic Friday

26 Fire Truck Rides with Santa

3 Pictures with Santa & Free Matinee Movie
10 RFC Open Swim & Gym

124 Scrooge Week

[moy ExGLUDE SOME ITE
111 Atlantic Avenue » Morris » 320-585-5

P, St
* Local Phone
Fﬁdﬂmtﬁ_i + Long Distance
~_TELEPHONE Cable TV
Futsere, Comnnanications. Today,
High-Speed

Morris Office:  Chokio Office: Internet

405 Ind St Wireless
320-585-4875  320-324-TIN Internet

Phone Svstems

www.fedtel.net




